Period of travelling: From June to November 



Date:
 By choice





     Groups: minimum 6 pax

In the Pirin National Park

From / to Sofia

Classical itinerary


8 days/ 7 overnights/ 6 days trekking

Level:  *** Trekking 3 to 7 hours daily



Free of luggage deportment

Maximum altitude: The Vihren Peak – 2914 м                              With accompanying minibus
Strong sides and accents for that journey: Combination of trekking among the nature, introduction to a different culture, attending minibus and transportation of the luggage to places for accommodation (except of day 5); a qualified Bulgarian mountain guide – (English/German or French speaking), who will gladly introduce all the visited places. Accommodation in private homes and guest house with locals, in clean cozy mountain huts, as well, as in hotels**.

Notable places: The Bezbog Peak, the Popovo ezero lake, the valley of Demyanitsa, the Bunderishki circus, the Vihren Peak (2914 m.), the Belemeto circus, the Melnik sand pyramides and more.
Monuments and towns: Town of Bansko, the Rozhen monastery (17th c.),  the Rila monastery (10th c.) enlisted in UNESCO heritage, the capital city Sofia.

What else can be seen: Exceptional mountain’s herbs, flowers, animals, variety of birds, all of these are under protection in the Pirin National Park. Authentic architecture, as well, as , Orthodox churches and monasteries with remarkable frescos, traditional cosine, specific wines, folklore fests, music, songs and dances, numerous visits with local people.
Programme:

Day 1 Sofia – Dobrinishte village

The morning transfer is 2 and half hours. It is southern direction toward the Bansko region in the northern foothill of the Pirin Mountain. Accommodation for two overnights in Dobrinishte village in guest house with local people.
Day 2 The Popovo ezero – Dobrinishte village

The transfer is short  - 30 min. It takes to Gotse Delchev hut (1400 m.). From Gotse Delchev hut taking the chair lift saves time and height to get to Bezbog hut (2240 m.). The first trekking is to get in shape. Firstly, is going up to the Bezbog Peake. Lovely views open either direction.Then follows trekking down to Popovoto ezero (lake). This is the largest lake on the territory of Pirin National Park. Return to Dobrinishte village. Second overnight in guest house. Total: 5 hours trekking; + 600 m. denivelation 
Day 3
Demyanitsa hut – Vihren hut - Bansko

A morning (1 h.) transfer and a trek take to the beautiful valley of Demyanitsa. From the hut (1900 m.), the trek goes up firstly through a pine tree wood, then along numerous of lakes to come to Todorina porta (gate) – 2500 m. From this point starts the way down to Bunderitsa circus. From VIhren hut (1950 m.) a short drive by the minibus (30 min.) to the town of Bansko. Accommodation for 2 overnights in guest house with locals. Walking tour of Bansko (the old part, the Holy trinity church, the Museum of Icons, the boutiques etc.). 6 h; + 1000 m.
Day 4 The Vihren Peak – Bansko
The day is mean to go up to highest in the Pirin and tird high at the Balkans peak – The Vihren Peak (2914 m.). The start is by the minibus (40 min.) to go to Bunderitsa hut (1800 m.).  From the hut, route leads through pine wood up to Kazanite circus while going around north-eastern foothill of the Vihren peak. Once there it is easy to get on top of the pyramid before the very peak. A bondless panorama appears. Finally follows going down to Vihren hut (1950m.) and a transfer (30 min) back to Bansko. Dinner in a traditional restaurant (mehana). 5 and half hours; +1100 m; - 1000
Day 5 Vihren hut – Tevnoto ezero  

First is a short (45 min.) transfer to Vihren hut (1950 m.). Then is a classical trekking over the granite ridge of the Pirin aiming to get right at the heart of the massive – the magical circus – Belemeto, a place where the most exciting sunsets and sunrises can be seen. Overnight in Tevnoto ezero shelter at 2512 m. The main luggage does not come.

6 h; + 900 m.

Day 6 Tevnoto ezero – Pirin hut

This is an easy day with quite short trekking (mostly going down). It is a good chance to enjoy the calmness and quietness of the environment. It is also a possibility for sport and swimming into the river. Going up to the dominating Kamenitsa Peak (2822 m.). Accommodation and overnight in Pirin hut (1650 m.) 4 - 5 h; + 100 m. / 6 -7 h; + 400 m.

Day 7  Melnik - The Rila monastery

The day begins with a morning walk down through woods and meadows. Shortly opens fantastic view toward the sand pyramids of Melnik. In that area is located the Rozhen monastery (17th c.). The direction is by the sand formations “the Chimney” and “the Fairy” to come to the smallest in Bulgaria town – Melnik (150). The town is cozy nested into an extraordinary area. It is also known as a wine center. Visit the Kordopulova house. Wine testing. In the afternoon a transfer to the Rila monastery (2 hours). Visit the monastery complex. Accommodation in a hotel in the neighborhood of the monastery. Dinner is not included. 5h; + 300 m.
Day 8 The Rila monastery - Sofia

The morning starts with a nice walk through lovely oak wood to the grave of Ivan Rilski. Ivan Rilski is the first hermit in Bulgaria, the founder of the monastery (10th c.). Then follows a transfer to Sofia 2 hours. With the arrival visit the Boyana church (unique frescos from 13th c.) and the National Museum of History. Lunch is not included. Free time for wondering in the center of the city. In the afternoon – end of the programme. 

1 and half hours; + 200 m. 

Groups: 12-15 pax




Price:
370 € / flight is not included


  8 - 11 pax





410 € / flight is not included


   4 – 7 pax





480 € / flight is not included


    2 - 3 pax





650 € / flight is not included

Surcharging for accommodation in single room: + 90 €
*Price includes: FB (full board – overnight, dinner, breakfast, picnic lunch) All local transfers with minibus and transport of the luggage to the places for accommodation (except day 5), English/German speaking mountain guide as well, as the whole organization.

*Price does not include: The dinner day 7 and the lunch day 8 in Sofia, drinks, tips, fees for the museums, personal expenses, equipment’s and insurances.

Recommended personal equipment: Solid shoes for the mountain with stiff sole, rucksack (30-40 liter) for tracking, rain coat, (jacket with a hoof), polar (sweater), hat, gloves, front lantern, thermos (flask), sunglasses, sun protection cream, travelling bag for the luggage which goes with the minibus.

