Period of travelling: From June to November 


Date:
 By choice





     

Groups: minimum 6 pax

At the heart of the Rhodops

From / to Sofia

Classical itinerary


8 days/ 7 overnights/ 6 days trekking

Level: ** simple (Trekking 3 to 6 hours daily)



Free of luggage deportment
Maximum altitude: The Perelik Peak – 2200 m.                                          With accompanying minibus
Strong sides and accents for that journey: Combination of trekking among the nature, introduction to a different culture, attending minibus and transportation of the luggage to places for accommodation (except of day 5); a qualified Bulgarian mountain guide – (English/German or French speaking), who will gladly introduce all the visited places. Accommodation in private homes and guest house with locals, 1 overnight in a mountain hut, as well, as in hotels**.

Notable places: The Chudnite mostove, the Orfeevi skali nature phenomena, the Smolyan lakes, the Dyavolsko gurlo and Yagodinska caves, the Mursalitsa ridge, Chinarite, the Trigrad Gorge, The Kastrakli reserve, the beautiful valleys of Devin and Vacha rivers etc. 
Monuments and towns: the Bachkovo monastery (11th c.), town of Smolyan  the picturesque villages of Orehovo, Shiroka luka, Gela and trigrad, the Boyana church.

What else can be seen: Pastoral countryside in the Rhodops, villages, ordinary people living together in tolerance and respect despite their ethnic and religion, living legends, preserved traditions,  authentic architecture, as well, as , Orthodox churches and monasteries with remarkable frescos, traditional cosine, specific wines, folklore fests, music, songs and dances, numerous visits with local people.
Day 1 Sofia -  Oryahovo village

The Journey is by minibus (3 hours) eastern direction via the upper Thracian Plane to the Rhodops Mountain. The Rhodops is the largest mountain on both – Bulgarian and Greek territory. Along the way is planned stop for visiting the Bachkovo monastery (11th c.), known with its remarkable frescos. The day ends with arrival at Orehovo village for an overnight in guest house.

Day 2 Orehovo village – Chudnite mostove

This is a lovely trekking in the central part of the Rhodops called Chernatitsa. As going up through a pass the trek follows an ancient Roman road – 2000 years ago, well preserved. With fine weather, getting up at Persenk Peak (2070 m.) allows view of boundless wooden massive and ridges. Not far from Skalni mostove hut can be seen a nature phenomenon Chudnite mostove – large rocky arches formations 40 – 60 m. Overnight in Skalni mostove hut.Total: 5 and half hours  trekking: + 800 м denivelation 
Day 3 Smolyanski ezera – Shiroka luka villagte

The morning starts with 2 hours walk down to Zaburdo village. Then having a short transfer to the second big in the country ski resort – Pamporovo. Nearby is the panoramic peak Snezhanka (1925 m.) which offers marvelous views. From Snezhanka the trek leads down by another phenomenon – Orfeevi skali. Many are the legendse about Orpheus. More spectacular views open towards the lakes and Smolyan valley. The trekking down continues in the afternoon crossing Ezerovo quarter to reach the largest in the Rhodops town – Smolyan. Free time for walking in the center of the town. The day ends with a transfer (30 min.) to the pretty village Shiroka luka. Two overnights are planned in the village in small family hotel. 6 h; + 300 m. / - 1000 m.
Day 4 Mursalitsa ridge – Shiroka luka village

This is a classical trekking over the ridge. First is a drive by the minibus for 30 min. to reach Perelik hut (1950 m.)

For the next several hours route runs over the rounded Mursalitsa ridge at 2000 – 2100 m. and once again provides lovely views of the Rhodops – both on Bulgarian and Greek side. To reach the highest in the Rhodops peak – Perelik (2189 m.) is an easy thing to do. Getting down to Gela village to take the minibus for returning to Shiroka luka village. Second overnight in the village. 6 h; + 400 m./ - 1000 m.
Day 5 Chairski ezera – Trigrad village

The walk starts from Gela village toward Lednitsata hut, and then reaches Mugla village. In the afternoon continuity is from Mugla village to the Chinarskite ezera. Along very many pretty meadows and grazing lands the most beautiful is the Chairite, which is very close to the Greek border. The landscape rapidly changes from calm quietness by the lakes to implosive heath of rocks – 350 m while passing throughout Trigrad Gorge. There is located the Dyavolsko gurlo cave.  Visit the cave. Overnight in Trigrad village with the local people. 6 h; + 900 m.
Day 6 Yagodinska cave – Borino village

Starting in the morning the trek runs toward Yagodinska cave. For 3 hours walk is via lovely pine tree forest, some meadows and potato fields. The cave is one of most beautiful in the country. Visit Yagodinska cave. In the afternoon walking proceeds to Chala quarter. The minibus is there for driving to Borino village. On the way stop to see the Dyavolski most (the devil’s bridge) which remains from Roman time. Overnight in Borino village with the locals. 5 and half hours; + 600 m.

Day 7 Kastrakli reserve – town of Devin

The day is meant for crossing the hunting reserve Kastrakli. A wooden path leads firstly to Orpheus hut, then crosses a spacious meadow before enters the Kastrakli zone rare visited one. By programme in the afternoon walk is down to the wild Devin River Valley and the mineral basins, such a pleasant place in hot summertime. The Devin mineral water rises from 800 m. depth and is very renomated. Overnight in guest house with locals. Dinner is not included. 

6 h; + 700 m.

Day 8 Devin - Sofia

A morning (3 hours) transfer to Sofia via the picturesque valley of Vucha River. With the arrival in Sofia visit Boyana church (unique frescos from 13th c.) and the National Museum of History.  Lunch is not included. Free time for walking in the center of Sofia. In the afternoon end of the programme.

Groups:  12 -15 pax




Price: 
370 € / flight is not included/


    8 - 11 pax





410 € / flight is not included/


                  4 - 7 pax




 
480 € / flight is not included/

     2 - 3 pax 





650 € / flight is not included/

Price includes: FB (full board – overnight, dinner, breakfast, picnic lunch) All local transfers with minibus and transport of the luggage to the places for accommodation,n English/German speaking mountain guide as well, as the whole organization.

Price does not include: The dinner day 7 and the lunch day 8 in Sofia, drinks, tips, fees for the museums, personal expenses, equipment’s and insurances.

*Recommended personal equipment:

Solid shoes for the mountain with stiff sole, rucksack (30-40 liter) for tracking, rain coat, (jacket with a hoof), polar (sweater), hat, gloves, front lantern, thermos (flask), sunglasses, sun protection cream, travelling bag for the luggage which goes with the minibus.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

