Winter 2010 – 2011 Bulgaria – Classical route (s) 
Tracking with snowshoes in the Pirin Mountain

8 days (7 nights) 6 days tracking (hiking)

Level:** (Tracking 4 to 6 hours a day)

Free of  luggage deportment  /with accompanying minibus /

Wintertime in the Pirin Mountain. The ancient Thracians called the Pirin Orbelus (The Snow Mountain). This is the wildest and most gorgeous massive in Bulgaria. It is there where the wild animals (bears, wolves, elks) still can find their natural home.

The tracking with snowshoes among a perfect nature is followed with visits to the Orthodox monasteries and picturesque little villages. Aside from all an introduction to some exceptional holidays, culture and traditions is a part of the journey.

Programme:

Day 1 Sofia - Dobrinishte

Arrival. Transfer to the town of Bansko – (southern direction - about three hours)
Accommodation - family hotel in village of Dobrinishte; two overnights.

Day 2 Bezbog hut – Dobrinishte
A short transfer (about 12 km.) to the chair lift and an easy tracking to an altitude of nearly 2000 m.Tracking with snowshoes in the neighborhood of  Bezbog hut (2240 m.) If the meteorological conditions allow- tracking to Bezbog peak (2645 m.)

When the weather is fine there is an amazing panoramic view from the top towards the three massive mountains; The Rila, The Pirin and The Rhodopes. In the afternoon going down to Gotse Delchev hut (1400 m.). Transfer back to Dobrinishte. Dinner at a traditional restaurant (mehana) Overnight in Dobrinishte.  Total: 5 hours tracking; + 500 m. denivelation.

Day 3 Bunderitsa hut – Bansko – Begovitsa hut
A transfer in the morning (45 min.) via the new ski resort of Bansko.Tracking with snowshoes to Bunderitsa hut (1850 m.). The Bunderitsa hut is located in a pretty pine forest with typical pine trees for the region. One of those is as old as 1300 years (The Baikusheva Mura) – the oldest tree in Bulgaria. Three hours tracking. In the afternoon on a sightseeing tour of Bansko includes visit of the old town, the Holy Trinity Church, the icon’s museum etc. Transfer for one and half hour to the south toward the town of Snadanski. From the villa zone Popina luka  (1250 m.) tracking for about two hours to Begovitsa hut (1750 m.) Two overnights.

Day 4 Spano pole – Begovitsa hut
This is a nice tracking through the National Park of Pirin. On This day starting with snowshoes from the hut we shall reach the big Pirin plateau called Spano pole (2100 m.)

Second overnight at the Begovitsa hut. 6 hours; + 700 м

Day 5 Begovitsa hut – Pirin hut
This is a nearly 6 hours tracking among the wildest and seldom visited part of the Pirin Mountain.

Hiking up to a ridge of 2400 m. we can admire the beauty of the Southern mountainside. 

Overnight at Pirin hut (1650 м) in joint bedrooms. 6 hours; + 650 м

Day 6 Pirin hut – Melnik
Following a panoramic ridge through forests of pine and wide leaves trees we shall go down at a lower altitude and reach the Rozhen Monastery (16th century). After visiting the monastery proceed walking down between snow towers named “The Fairy’s Chimneys” and come the smallest town in Bulgaria Melnik. Melnik has 150 inhabitants, ingenious houses build into an extraordinary land. A long standing epoch atmosphere is still preserved in Melnik. Accommodation in a small family hotel with an interesting architecture.
Visit the museum Kordopoluva Kashta. Wine testing of 6 different kinds of local wines.
6 hours; + 200 м

Day 7 Melnik – Rila Monastery – Sofia
Transfer (one and half hour) to the biggest in Bulgaria Rila Monastery. Visit the monastery’s complex and walk to the cave and the grave of St. John of Rila - the first hermit in Bulgaria and founder of the Rila Monastery (10th century)

In the afternoon transfer to Sofia (2 hours). Accommodation in a hotel in the center. Walk. Dinner is not included. 1h30m; + 150 м

1 h 30 m ; + 150 м

Day 8 Sofia – departure
Sightseeing tour of the capital city of Sofia–one of most ancient cities in Europe.Visit the Alexander Nevski church, the basilica St.Sofia, the Russian church, the St.George rotunda church. Free time. Lunch is not included.

Transfer to Sofia airport. Departure.
Period of time: from 15th December to 15th  April

Transportation: Minibus

Accommodation: 3 overnights in family hotels**; 3 overnights in huts; 1 overnight in a hotel** в in the center of Sofia 

Meals: Breakfast and hot food in the evening, picnic (food box) for lunch.

Assistant: English (French, German) speaking mountain guide.

Groups: 12-15 pax; 8 - 11 pax; 4 - 7 pax ; 2 - 3 pax
Price:

12-15 pax - 380 € / flight is not included

 8 -11 pax - 420 € / flight is not included 

 4 - 7 pax  - 470 € flight is not included

 2 - 3 pax  - 620 € / flight is not included 

Surcharge for accommodation in a single room + 90€

The price includes:

7 FB (full board) – dinner, overnight and breakfast, picnic lunch

All local transfers with minibus and transport of the luggage to the places for accommodation (except day 5), English/German speaking mountain guide as well, as the whole organization.

Price does not include:

The dinner day 7 and the lunch day 8 in Sofia, drinks, tips, fees for the museums, personal expenses, equipment’s and insurances.

Recommended personal equipment:

Solid shoes for the mountain with stiff sole, rucksack (30-40 liter) for tracking, snowshoes, sticks jacket with a hoof, polar (sweater), hat, gloves, front lantern, thermos (flask), sunglasses, sun protection cream, travelling bag for the luggage which goes with the minibus.

*Snowshoes model TSL 225 are available for rent for 20€ per person for the whole period of 8 days

*Security complex APBA (device for finding victim of average) average spade, average drill – all are available for rent for 40€ per person for the whole period of 8 days

