Winter 2010 – 2011 Bulgaria – Classical route (s) 
Tracking with snowshoes in the Rhodopi Mountain

8 days/7 overnights/6 days tracking

Level** tracking 4 to 6 hours daily

Free of luggage deportment /with accompanying minibus /
In the Rhodopes snow covered mountain of the Thracians. Tracking with snowshoes among gorgeous pine tree forests are followed by cultural and mankind values. The mountain which is home for either Bulgarians, Turks Muslims, Orthodox. Thgore caves, the gorges so implosive, the magic music of the pipes, the fine frescos in the Bachkovo Monastery, the traditional cosine and the famous Bulgrian yogurt – all these to be experienced during this journey.

Programme:

Day 1 Sofia – Devin

Arrival and transfer (3 hours) south-east to the town of Devin. It is located at the very heart of the Rhodopi mountain. This small town is a center of mineral water treatment. Overnight in a local guest house.

Day 2 Devin – Borovo village

Our first tracking days starts walking through the gorge of the Devin River. A tracking with snowshoes at a higher altitude follows. Crossing a large hunting zone reach Orpheus hut we have two more hours to get to the Turkish village Borino using a path in the forest. Overnight in a family hotel..

Total: 6 hours tracking; + 700 m. denivelation

Day 3 The Yagodinska cave – Trigrad village

A short transfer to Chala neiborhood. From that point follows tracking with snowshoes on a rounded panoramic ridge, after that going down to the Buynovsko Gorge. Visit one of the most beautiful cave – the Yagodinska cave. Than continue to the Muslim village Trigrad which is to the Greek border. The accommodation is with our friends Kostadin and Detelina for two overnights. Our friends are well acquainted with the caves and the history of their region.             5 and half hours;+ 500 m.

Day 4 The Chairski lakes – Trigrad village

This is a nice tracking towards the wonderful area called the Chinarite. Our way back is via the Trigrad Gorge – the most marvelous one in the country. The rocks are up to 350 m. height. There we go to visit the Dyavolskoto Gurlo cave which refers to the legend of Orpheus and Euredika. Second overnight in Trigrad. 6 hours;+ 400 m.

Day 5 Ski resort Pamporovo – quarter of Ezerovo/Shiroka laka

After a short transfer in the morning arrival to the second largest ski resort Pamporovo. Taking the chair lift to save positive Denivelation we will arrive to the panoramic peak Snezhanka (1925 m.) Tracking with snowshoes to the Orpheus Rocks to enjoy the marvel view of the SmolyanIt  lakes. It will take nearly 2 hours to go down on the southern slope directly to our small cozy family hotel in the Ezerovo quarter at an altitude of 14s00 m. In the afternoon free time for walk and sights of Smolyan – the major town in the Rhodopi Mountain. Visit the ethnographic museum and the gallery.3 hours; +100 m.

Day 6 Perelik hut – quarter Ezerovo/Shiroka luka

This is a tracking at the highest part of the Rhodopi Mountain called Mursalitsa. In the beginning we shall follow a wood path and will gain the small hut Perelik (1950 m.) and if the weather is good will hike to highest in the Bulgarian part of the Rhodopi Mountain peak Perelik (2192 m.) Then we will go down to Solitsa village and Gela village. On the way back with the minibus shall stop to see the picturesque village Shiroka luka. The village is a reserve. Second overnight in Ezerovo quarter/Shiroka luka. 4 hours; + 400 m. /6 hours; + 750 m. including the peak.

Day 7 Bachkovo Monastery – Plovdiv

One and half hour transfer north to Bachkovo Monastery (11th c.) Look at the monastery complex, the ossuary, the old refectory with its remarkable frescos from 17th c. Then a walk around the chapels to the Nature reserve Chervenata skala (The Red Rock) enlisted in the UNESKO heritage to preserve its exceptional flora. 3 hours; + 300 m. In the afternoon arrival by minibus in the second big city in Bulgaria Plovdiv. Accommodation in hotel*** in the center. Sightseeing of Plovdiv including the Old Plovdiv, the Roman Amphitheatre, and the Mosque etc. Free time. Diner is not included.  

Day 8 Plovdiv – Sofia departure 

Transfer in the morning (2 hours) from Plovdiv to Sofia. Sightseeing tour of the capital city of Sofia – one of most ancient cities in Europe. Visit the Alexander Nevski church, the basilica St.Sofia, the

Russian church, the St.George rotunda church. Lunch is not included. Transfer to Sofia airport. Departure.

Period of time: From 15th December to 15th April

Transportation: Minibus

Accommodation: 6 overnights in family hotels**; 1 overnight in hotel*** in the center of Plovdiv

Meals: breakfast and hot food in the evening, picnic for lunch.

Assistant: English (French/German) speaking mountain 

Groups: 12-15 pax; 8 - 11 pax; 4 - 7 pax; 2 - 3 pax

Price: 

12-15 pax - 380 € / flight is not included

8 - 11 pax - 420 € / flight is not included
4 -   7 pax - 470 € / flight is not included
2 -   3 pax - 620 € / flight is not included

Surcharge for accommodation in a single room + 90€

The price includes:

7 FB (full board) – dinner, overnight and breakfast, picnic lunch

All local transfers with minibus and transport of the luggage to the places for accommodation (except day 5), English/German speaking mountain guide as well, as the whole organization.

Price does not include:

The dinner day 7 in Plovdiv and the lunch day 8 in Sofia, drinks, tips, fees for the museums, personal expenses, equipment’s and insurances.

Recommended personal equipment:

Solid shoes for the mountain with stiff sole, rucksack (30-40 liter) for tracking, snowshoes, sticks jacket with a hoof, polar (sweater), hat, gloves, front lantern, thermos (flask), sunglasses, sun protection cream, travelling bag for the luggage which goes with the minibus.

*Snowshoes model TSL 225 are available for rent for 20€ per person for the whole period of 8 days

*Security complex APBA (device for finding victim of average) average spade, average drill – all are available for rent for 40€ per person for the whole period of 8 days

